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ne timing was right. | arxiously grabhbec the paper
welope wilh my frozen hands, in yet ancther cold
shruary in snowy New Cnglend. Having just arrived
om the sunny Soutk, my body stiffened with it
ew reality. | desperately needed an anticote to this
ew icy existance up nerth, a break that would help
e ease 1o this new hemisphere. And that’s when
ninvitation fell nto my hands, ke a ray of sun,
AWINE My Trousies away: aw wle weelend in
enaire, not only 3 diving paradise, | was seon 1o
e

nd out, bul a vwor ld of possibilibies (o1 escape.

raditc Mawund

Qe of the Mecherlnds Anilles, mon: commonly known as ike “ADC l3lands”
el Sy el Cozacaal, e s lacsmed S0 mules off ils oozse of Vinesaels
i B0 mibes from Anaba, £ onezee love Toors fSem Mew Yorks JFS airpery, the inp
sluded a I.|1.Ill-ﬁ. |:.‘\.|:Il:lj:l|1ITl]_-'_| starpoerT 0 Mondsgo By, [aminca. as we 1|_'_|._:hr|_'|.'|_'i-|q:|,|
¢ ceraiean witets of the Canbbean. che wansbornution Tegan, mede and oo The
AEll il salt ey stronjpen, e sun siemedl nesner pnd (he apphcse winles of my
w horse wasa thought in the duasance,

A pentle sez breene lighly brshed e leases of o Iuscioes orepicol gomden, wel-
ming 13 ee cur hewl, the Harbowr Village Brzch Cluls, o villz-nyle pezon and
erina with yellow svcco znd wmcoua-ile seoled buildings azd beastifully Land-
aped prounds. A stone’s Do Foos e Sea, this iedersioed, degan Tunel olfess
crriply of byautiful views of yerhe some ooem on o privace besh,

For the brsenonte vnowhde Dwelcoeaed ale: Goee b | laod tins eaocly oo oy
it Aler all, there was plonge 1 efler any mpe of wavelzinl in search of poradise,
pecialle oms who dives, sals, wonts oodisy anthe spaor jas) ez ids oo lounge on
¢ bezch o seak upthe sin
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=caribbean kaleidoscope

Leaving the decadent bedboom was havd enough.
Becorated with 2 mix of Europrean and grand plantation
siyles, the elegart meams Facesad on 1l mng imganang
archirecturl clement: the view of the sea Arourd me, rich
labies compberented o nuixmue of mabogany aod weker
Fermiture Uaad led oo o lovvely verando. The breeze came in
genily, reachung oll ihe wiy 13 ihe EBstheosan, which bad »
huge soakdng wub. Boropean foaures and s own beanrititk
uled and glassed-in i alosg with o sepunite shoener, Thiz

cflect cocaded o umique sicam-room-type cnclogure wih ples-

Uny whoesverisinfused sionpe, shasnpogs sed hin peodicty,
The vermnda offered a fababous setting = osverboobing the
bezach, yersoewhean private with wonderlal pilms and trogd-

cal Joblage. b was perlece fora sehasing beeakfan sercnaded by

e hinds, or seriows loangine in the
hammosk.

Eirst priorily: dinner aned drinlks an
the beach. We zoimed out znike
lJE|'-I.|"||'m§'-r Hevr & Carile o the madino,
whene Greporio, an award-winming bar-
tender, made me one of hiz specialiies, &
Ererdares, named aher the Hghest peak
an Toenaire, The s of ingredientie for
chuls yurory aduit millshake inchahed
Baileyw=, pian colida ma and mina. Mexa,
3 owas ofl w the centir of 1ovm
(K ralerelijlh far dinmer,

Er P Fislves, Wl 1um ::ml_'l:l_"r,
bt ot thizizland restaurany, with i3
i akind (éeor nnd insice or cotside
zeaing. fish is 1he spodalog

On Boralie, s meay fish alled waloo
Is b bocal favordee, and s propad i
s sy thfereot ways a5 theoe ane
Festaurants on the Btard faed das a
lou!) My prelerence that evesing was for
a ol (ol st cieizo s, b a
surey of the toble sevealed e there
wiasnt o Bl chwtce o the menw, 10
wash dowa the Jocal (ih, § eied che local
bees, Ansie] Brgha. Brwedd on Cumesn with desabinnted
oceom water, the beer % very smooth, hght and refeeshing, §
oiily wisbied § el Brough bome a six-pecte o vwe; 1 wis
that addiciive.

Tl Lo Give In

The mesn moming vis what | was really in Bonaire for:
diving. This iz known 15 2 prime dive destinarion, in part
beciuse divers can enler the goTgects naqueis: walers
siraight frem the beach, rarher thas needing totale a lenpghy
Tacwat beige cunt to 2 ool

Lookirg at 1he dive sie map foe Bonawe, you could
alinese say it 18 one glan dive site, parioadarky along the bee-

.43 llluﬁl‘&:ill

ward sde of the tland. 1% e hens on Bonalse 10 dose 1o
the beach, pork acd set cut from the shore. As we drove
ilongthe cooseal mund, we saw the pelow painted mclks that
ehearky and conweniently mark cach dive sie.

Bosaire b very eoa-liendly and ewisounsentaly coa-
seious, A ple 35 dedicaied 1o morire cezearch aad stody as 1
15 oo divbing ained winclaidfing, Wien pou dive, windsus oy
boat in Danaire. voui ore eajoying the Bonmre Merine Park,
which pneompasses the suize perimeer of the slands of
Bonaie and Klein Bonave. Divers ar asked w porchase an
schnkzdong g for 200, which iy o very seall poice o pay o
experncnce wame of the most spectanolar diving in the world.
Fhee Marine Pork 5 mnaged by o nengeermmental, nog-Fog-
profis agency called STIRARA (Stichang Mational Parken

CnnRerniali vet R e an e Win oot | ha .'-:rrrf_.ﬁ'lh_,"'rlmr.llr reed enn by fewed prapensd e en g |'|_:m*|l'r||
Wiy e B g ppaddigads e e Hidd

For the first time in a while, | welcomed
the fact thal | had too much on my plale.
After all, there was plenty to offer any
type of travelgirl in search of paradise.

Fetdedandze Antilen); its Foous is boensane that the sririne
il s malmaimed angd wsed in g "mzsinalle meowner " Mech
of the agences fusding comes from the adnizsions fees col-
fecred fromn divers. Each sag is good for 2 vear. alowing soocs
to the sea arcund Bonaine for not enhye diving b, also wind-
s fing and hoasing,

Toaddition to the Mocioe Back, STINAEA abso mamees 1l
LI BpLan Ehﬂ}nn: Blerbemal Tarle, the Bircadew oave o¥-
temn and the Karpan Bcologicn) Cercre (all in Boandee)

W% s our dive naazesrs, Leo aeed Pawek, sa e Gocaa
Advearwres Dive Shop, 'ocated within the reson. Qur fict
v weoalel aler Baz ug wer Do, o aabe cilled “Sonicdung
Specil.” Our first discorery below the witesline was o vech



Feen feam ditly M n Bavadan: Fronch for oo oo = Rancie 0 rdwiva fis! b e Cerbhsin
for 2love dwing — wiheee penf ane agosiiod o velkiog ista 1w hrauwniee Raateed Bormen') sr
sny Bronded cawandsws Rer — ok foesin by Bean ot 6 e actE af ravy Anerinne o

narmed “Car Comlfidence.” The dip has an inceresing hick-
ground — i was the First 1o armve at Boosaiee. The vessel was
st a Danish lshiug becy, thena transpor for Wotld War i
refugees, then n Cacblbean imenisknd freighter. {1 lies in a
semi-upright position jus 535 foot betew the saiface and the
mast is unly 27 feer bolowr sea kvel, offiring enjovment o
smorkelers and divers sl

Wl cospnimised nornan and under W roriag entrnnee taon
wonderhul reel wall While | a2 conified diver, | had s
Been diving in s fow vears, <o vy menes were 2 bt unzenled
e oy skils were nzste, Many thanks w Parsck s me
alier dive buddice. | graduntly becasrg more comlonable.
The surmoundings belped 100: Ava dopth of abou) 45 1 50
et in Bl-degree wnser, the colors were soosibrane The
wight blees anel yelbows of the sheeplay, hoghish; the pivks,
seanpes ol greema of ihe corl and o rinkbew of siber ks,
Irad fosgoanin the incnedibly rlaodng fecking of the under-
water world, The chite wap fantastic

After Junch il the hoted remooeant, L Babadea, i wes
it b e secand dive of die das A lunch, we discussed
what sea Hife was common 10 Beneiee, azu] §decided theoe
wore throe =Ji_,:'J.II::II|h:.- b etk oo mabe & [rieEEy cx3 th-_-lnp.

Wictorkas “Marne Life 1o See Whitle 1iving™ checkbis,

4 you wilk

1, Sea b
1, Seahwrss
3 Eel

sedil hon i ekner o dovindne sebady e ok s qf!l'af srang

b1 Al

The Parade of Wondars Coatlnues

Our aflernoon dive site, “Windanele ™ wag near the nicpos-
Thie wind had begun i pick up, makdng entering and exitiag
tle= wenler n Biile more challanging o we trived o mavigoes
aroand the pecks, Apan, dive masers Pacick and Len
sumrhed my povce nenves wad crsiRsnpenwnk: “Don worms
Relo, Brembe, Take it ease This is not o comperivive spon; i
is a beleure gpom, Viawera”

Thesn undernanes we wom:

This vme wee went dowan b 50 6 65 Ree, wheoe the
oagrthicest despday continmed. [ swam with huge schooks of
lishantl warched o publer beh shonbedng, Then Patick
poisted sk 2 powng o tunie swimming by, My excilemen,
wgerwater chapoang sod 2 Ble suream of glee scared dhe
Viah and T it went abous fisday. Boe what o e, o] 1 o
0 Uit 0 CRECK DKL O0 onee “mst 200" on my st

When | wen om cacation, [always i oo push owy=elf 2 bin
moee Uhan [ norREly do, l.'illl."l;:ill.l'l_' when it coases (o Lrying
sometling oew; whethee tha be food., dimik or sppon, So
whan il was annunced that o night dive wos a0 option for
the evenirg, | jumped ar the opporwnsite. Meedess o sav 1
wis ok nervass than §weas for the caher dives, b dhae
WS e 20iTE 10 S100) ML,

Leo sald wose thim onoe that the divewe woald B doing
wondd prebably non be the bzar dive Bor mor Fira mighs dive.
Bt didvin came; 3 wais excited and cager. The e wan “Caiy
Marma,” bacated in Kralendide, eovsidenl ame of Boopices
best negln Jive Taitions.
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Eulesyae was our dLve TUSEEr. A8 Ve Sy pUme SEgeests,
the dive would be wnder boats and 1he main ciy docke. tn the
itk swasrs, we wene treated 1o oo ynbeliovable codors —
smazing shiades of corl and ghoving speasges. Just as every-
e bl toldd me, yon soe Eags romplacly delferestly oo 3
nghs dire,

Suddesly, there it was, on the Aooc of the socan: an ed,
Caly three dives i, anl § had alcacdy spoued two merin:
ezt froem the list T vas a wslque dive experience, with
e darkness asd 1he nivigaion wp and down between the
dock’ prions, Loos warntngs wew wamomited. [r was a8 o his
oo mvuch For e do manpge and [ had o oo ihe dive sho,
Bet 0 oo, i sy dhax 1 didd g .

I was exhawssed, hiving done move dhees i ome 228-hour
petiadd thom § kad dome dwing the post three years, Bu s
resr by the Wiy = it s ol eo ket some friends for a
torchlight dinrer on the bvach back oe the reioit tesaorant,
La Balariclya,

The sofi sounds of the osean vaones breaking on the Beach,
a Sght breeze, ths gluw of dee wiches and tha gre fecling
afmy toes in the sand. As | i the uble drinking an
Amsicd Bright, ) thought to mysell, Dol easly ge vsed w
this typr of lileryle.

Thie etuing, matle (07 & wondeitully meonemlic dinner, a |
eeuld see fromthe happy hoss of 0 covple just a fow 1abdes
away The cuisme futther conplemecie) the mood, from
bezinning Lo end. Faared with a creamy sews thist was pre-
fested in two pars: bl pungicin pod holl mixed vepeuable.
The head chef, Albieno, hais foom Corseas. 1 e 3 seafocd
pe2 clish bor oy cravde, while athers st ihe uble enjoyed
sompivous grilled lobstee | slopr very well tha night inmy
enctnows bedd, liserong 10the clming sound of the acean,

Arother Day, Another Dive

by fonrely aced Girial chive veas & sham haae sl povane ol Lhe
*Seuthi Iy dive shie olf vhe voust of Kldin Bonaive. | fels
mach foke vebeed ind ended np diving serer on a high
hete. W dove wo degales of B0 Feut and once agaln, e cherity
R :.mn:ln&

Al gree polnt, Buenne wes inolioning 1o me, pobiving te
zomethung, Foowhban Ggure iv o an Fose; all ¢ conile! naka
ou was 7 brighe blue fashbigh bine on the acean Moor, |
theagin, Mrig dhowll, w Lashbighe,” Thew Wicine canelidly pai-
ucha sea plant o reveal whit be was really yrypmg oo show me:
a SEAHORSE! Srge! The D tlieg, un the st

h wns so o, yust hoobed around a plon sid banging
o, The futhe goy conld wk theie wig some commcion
arvwnd hitn €1 comained oy excitznaen ihis tme aed didat
seezan ] aned bie moved abowr, tying vo hide i the phane. |
thewsht the sea wntle was macsome w s, b this was even
bemer, ¢ kacl only scex o seuhacse in an aguaniam befose.,
Flow bucky 3 weg 1o cich o glimpse of 0s raes crvamee in jis
namral lubigal!

v have bedn B Gigfort
o safiple g foef S ehent v
Py srven, parkops £ o din
Al e s ol oo hep e
HhRor i, fwl onee frer mith
simary hFlIdl.lW.q _'"J-““
encevaraal af Baramyiy
TR i Rl fefan flue
e A T Sk T Ak

Witde gy witzh Nzt vicwdng comploie, Lwent on we ouptone
miore of the veef. This time when o sea wnbe caeme by, [ mack
suwe L alielok 2care bt awae, Every e [ woulbd coone iy
having zeep somany different trpes of fish, {wished | lnew
whheir proper anmes ratles dia sing “the Bl biack tish
witth yellow spaas” {Gobi fish) or the “school of bng Hue
Misds™ (ol I wes obwiowdy S 1o st ina book o
sabowmier fish, in prepomtion ior my nex diving advemure,

Wonders Above Wate:

Thit ifurnoon we were off oo towr of the idand. ©
cxpeced Bordise o be fush and ropical, sm vhe indedor was
sty dry and deseible. iowag Apeil ard the ishod wag
sl quiee preen, sppacenthy ar whcommon sizht that was dus
to the unussal rezem rins prine to oor amival, wesadng 1o
Mk Davies, the peoerol reangaey of the Farboar Villase
Peach Chub The greenery procided o sham conmassing bagk.
dvoq Far the manr pink Daongas that we s poamdng wild
throvgh the oowin eysicle,

A v ol our way e vhe whsdwaed side of the fsand,
wi mopped ot a dve sile called “Red Skwe,” no1 1o dive, bat
far o b of historizal perspactive. owe of slave hues =il
rerian standing, swrrounded by nothing Tut oosm, sad and
uszrih , Their seaall zize wes esaphoerd b a divers wrack
packed tex oo o,

Wi yeinibwrard side of thee iskon) has fower homcs and
fewer dive mies. Hownever, this is the sade of vhe =lond that =
Becmi 04 swndther spod grezity celebrated on Bomare: wind.
surfiog,

I3t Bay seomed 1o be a Meost of soms [br surdies and
those whe dmphe enjoy waiching them Dike we’), Wesoon
whizcorered thas what lookesd ke o beach shack was bo cenliny
o credsioncts for st only beginner windonders, but akes for
Dlympic and world -chas surfing cndmsiase,

Chur bl siop ans 2 towr of the mangroves pnd a besson
on marine ke fow Glieed van Erp, manager of the Mangrove
Indo aind 1Gnak Center. located nicar Loc Bay: Foeadoe i an
excellnl destimatizn for imreebors fooking lor a vacasiom that

I|._I i i
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scaricbean kaleidoscope

pocs beyend che iraditonal Canblean beach ation, such o
eectouss by hunak or olar-powened boat.

Thm might we deeidad 1o check ani the whnd's nighilife.
Wit weere Lodd there was o bend frem Cosacoo phiving ;e Chy
Lok, zo elier o delicious diesser i Bum Runnés an the
ey, we headed inte toum

W arrived a Civy Cale wousd 1 lesand dhbngs were only
st pening sanec, Whis was what | woukd coll om all-pur-
pos: hangous, with @ Sive shop, aectaurne, = hae wd o
eyber e, The band Ghe Vimpices) plared a grean selection
al 0= aid "T0s soiists wlole hcals aoml e themick,
drznk and partizd ihe oight away: The Esblowing ahemnoon,
wa e el o Oy Cei2 o arjoy e resaumans lench
meaw. 1 was pleased 10 lind oot thos Cige Caleis a
Chimdlecd 1 ol & face — 85 dydine almesphere was os
preat as the mighthifs scone. )

Wi eclshrared our st right wich champagne and a senset
crvise nbeard the Harbor Crecen. The parfect cap 1o a woie
deiful, acckon-packed weckend. As the san 5ot on one side of
the baag, the msen rose on the other, shindag high orer the
tounstairs foon: betwren the chowds. [ vas a deamalic sight,
inciced, Jowas one B wvisson noas *bly Diving Escoge” thiy
iy cusest coukd never capiure, ot my mind with naver

farget, fg
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